Biscovey Nursery and Infants’ Academy

Teaching and Learning Principles

Subject: EYES

‘With strong roots we learn and grow together’

School Vision:

At Biscovey Nursery and Infants’ Academy we aim to ensure that all children can develop the skills
they need to become happy and confident learners who, with guidance and support, can reach
their full potential.

Our curriculum ensures that we deliver a range of topics across the age phases which develops
sequential learning where pupils know more and can do more, ensuring that they are ready for
their next stage in education.

Our nurturing ethos endeavours to support all children and their families. Through this approach
we are able to work together to ensure that we meet the needs of all learners in our school.

We pride ourselves on delivering beyond the academic curriculum, developing a child’s
individual character. Our core values run through all areas of school life and learning which allows
the whole child to develop into a confident and caring young individual. The Biscovey child shows
respect, and through self-belief and courage approaches learning with an inquisitive mind.

‘With strong roots we learn and grow together’

Subject Intent:

At Biscovey Nursery and Infants’ Academy we place great value on the development of children
as individuals and providing them with the skills, knowledge and understanding they need to
prepare for the challenges in Key stage One and beyond.

Our aim for all our EYFS pupils is to build strong foundations so that they can achieve their full
potential academically as well as to achieve socially and emotionally. We aim to provide a range
of experiences that build on children’s individual prior learning and place the children's interests at
the heart of the curriculum. We aim to understand and follow children’s interests and provide
opportunities throughout our EYFS curriculum to support learning, consolidate and deepen
knowledge and ensure children meet their next steps. Reading is at the heart of the curriculum.
We aim to provide all children with a range of high-quality texts which immerse them in their
learning. There is a sharp focus on ensuring that children acquire a wide range of vocabulary,
communicate effectively which gives our children the foundations for future learning which will
allow children to know more and remember more. We use the WellComm speech and language
programme in our Nursery and Reception to support communication and language. This ensures
that pupils are targeted early through high quality interventions to support early language
development.



The curriculum is enriched in a variety of ways: trips; visitors; real world contexts; innovative,
stimulating and inspiring experiences; cross-curricular links; purposeful use of the environment and
local area; pupil and staff collaboration. We aim to create an indoor and outdoor environment
which supports all learners and engages them in their own interests and fascinations.

We recognise that not only is each child an individual but also each class and each member of
staff have unique interests, skills and talents. We work in partnership with parents and carers to
encourage independent, happy learners who thrive in school and reach their full potential from
their various starting points. We have high expectations of all pupils. We ensure that we meet the
needs of all pupils, including pupils with SEND. We provide scaffolded learning and provide a
curriculum which is designed to be ambitious and to meet their needs of all pupils.

Subject Implementation:

We have a curriculum that is child-centered and that is based upon real life experiences. The
curriculum is designed with overarching themes that engage all pupils. Our curriculum maximises
opportunities for meaningful cross-curricular links and learning experiences as well as promoting
the unique child by offering extended periods of play and sustained thinking following children’s
interests and ideas.

We engage with parents regularly through Tapestry, formal meetings and informal meetings if
needed to ensure children’s transition into school and through the EYFS is happy and allows them
to reach their potential with the support needed. This includes workshops, coffee mornings, open
afternoons, regular tapestry updates and parent consultations.

All areas of the EYFS curriculum are followed and planned for to ensure it is a broad, balanced
and progressive. The learning environment is well equipped and organised both indoors and
outside which ensures a calming space which leads to effective, meaningful and impactful
learning. The children will learn new skills, acquire new knowledge and demonstrate
understanding through the seven areas in the EYFS curriculum:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language

Physical Development

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design

These 7 areas are used to plan children’s learning and activities. Planning for this curriculum is
designed to be flexible so that a child’s unique needs and interests are supported.

Daily guided activities are set up and planned that cover different areas of the EYFS curriculum
and allow children to develop their next steps in learning. Areas of need and next steps are
identified for all children to ensure good progress is made. There are also a range of stimulating
and engaging activities which the children can access independently and a variety of
opportunities for child-initiated play. In planning and guiding Enhanced Continuous Provision we
reflect on the different ways that children learn and reflect these in our practice.

Children in the Early Years learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through creative
thinking which takes place both indoors and outdoors.

Subject Impact:

We aim for every child to be able to:



- Make good to outstanding progress across the EYFS curriculum.

- Ensure that progress from starting points is good. We strive for children to reach the Early Learning
Goals at the end of Reception and to be in line with National expectations.

- Provide evidence in children’s books and online journals which supports all areas of the EYFS
curriculum.

- Access a range of learning opportunities through adult-led and child-led learning opportunities.

- For all of our pupils to be independent, resilient and motivated to learn.



